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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, GATT 

SUBJECT: MTN: JAPANESE TARIFF RATE INFORMATION FILE 

REF: MTN GENEVA 9194 (BEING REPEATED TOKYO) 

1. IN FOLLOW UP DISCUSSION WITH SHOTARO MIYAKO OF 

JAPANESE MTN DELEGATION, HE INDICATED ONE OF REASONS 

WHY JAPAN HAD DIFFICULTIES PROVIDING ABBREVIATED 

PRODUCT DESCRIPTIONS IN THE TARIFF RATE INFORMATION 

FILE (TRIF) IS IT WAS UNCERTAIN ABOUT HOW TO 

HANDLE SOME OF THEIR BASKET CATEGORIES SUCH AS "OTHER 

OTHER." WE SHOWED HIM IN PRINTOUT OF U.S. TRIF 

HOW WE HANDLED THE PROBLEM AND SUGGESTED THAT JAPAN 

DO LIKEWISE. WE REPEATED OUR VIEW STATED IN 

PARA 3(D) REFTEL THAT WE HAD SERIOUS QUESTIONS ABOUT 
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HAD AGREED TO SUBMIT THE INFORMATION BUT HAD NOT DONE 
SO, AND SAID THAT IF JAPAN WOULD COMMIT ITSELF TO 
ADDING PRODUCT DESCRIPTIONS TO ITS TRIF WITHIN A 
REACONSABLE PERIOD OF TIME, WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO 
INFORMALLY EXCHANGE FILES WITH JAPAN. WE SAID WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE A RESPONSE FROM JAPAN TO THIS 
PROPOSAL BY JAN. 12. MIYAKE RESPONDED THAT HE 
WOULD CONVEY OUR PROPOSAL TO TOKYO. WALKER 
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